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‘Stories shape us and
the world we shape’
Editor’s note: Dr. Ann Boaden ’67, who taught
classes in English and creative writing at Augustana
from 1970-2015 and wrote the book “Light and Leaven:
Women Who Shaped Augustana’s First Century,”
was invited to share a personal reflection on the
college’s historic ninth presidential inauguration.

It was all about stories. The
storied limestone of Old Main,
rough gold in midday sun,
behind the blue marquee. The
lemon-colored flames of the tree
rising beside the door. The sky
October blue. Images that held
stories of those who’d walked
these ways generations before.
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Stories shape us and the world we shape.
And our stories are formed by our education. For
Augustana’s ninth president, Andrea Kathryn
Talentino, that wasn’t just the academic trope of
an inaugural address. It was a force. She — and her
hearers — felt it.

As someone who’s been around the college for
a long time in various iterations — student, alumna,
faculty — I know the authenticity of that force
because I’ve known a lot of Augustana stories.
There was the inauguration, 47 years ago, of
Dr. Thomas Tredway. The day was much like this
one, the event held outdoors on the south lawn,
almost directly behind where we were assembled:
two historic occasions framed in this “quiet shaded
grove,” as Dr. Tredway described the ideal campus.
He told stories of people who’d occupied this space
during his own years as student and professor:
kids who spun Frisbees across the lawn and ideas
across tables in the old college union; staff who
shared with students the wisdom of their own stories;
faculty whose voices in classroom and office are
enriched rather than silenced by passing time.
Dr. Tredway’s voice is one of them; he’d been my
professor.
And there was the 2003 inauguration of Steven
Bahls, who turned the crystal of his own varied
experiences to illuminate and create Augustana’s
story. Each of these three inaugural ceremonies
radiated belief in an education that’s not about
collecting information or accumulating credits, but
about creating, revising and recreating our stories.
And using them to help others form their stories.
So as I sat on my wobbly lawn chair in that
cut-glass light and air, I imagined a great cloud
of witnesses, those who had gone before, joining
the academic procession. I saw and heard again
the iconic figures who’d shaped the Augustana
I came to love and believe in, and whom I was
blessed to know:
Dr. Conrad Bergendoff ’15, fifth president, globally
renowned theologian whose ecumenical perspective
opened us to the stories of varied faiths. Snowy-haired
and serene, he’d have sat beneath the dais loving
this day, its words — and its weather. Our beautiful
campus, that lifelong hiker maintained, is part of
the way Augustana tells its story.
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Dr. Conrad Bergendoff ’15

Ann Boaden ’67 and Dr. Henriette C.K.
Naeseth

Dr. Fritiof Fryxell ’22

These great figures I’d known and loved wove
through President Talentino’s address. And
through the stories of masters of ceremonies
Angie Mitchum ’08 Sharp and Ryan Jenkins ’18 as
they recounted how one mentored student went
on to mentor another.
Listening, I thought of my own experience.
It was that same pattern of story formed from
story. As a first-generation college student from
a modest lower-middle-class background, I could
hardly envision completing my B.A. degree, let
alone receiving a doctorate from The University
of Chicago. But, encouraged by my high school
English teacher — an Augustana alumna — I applied
to her school. And the rest happened. More
important than this undreamed-of professional
future, however, is what happened to me internally.
The values I revere, find strength from, and aspire
to live out, were formed by the Augustana people
who helped me write my story — but never dictated it.
Now I watch my former students translate
these values into their own lives as pastors,
educators, physicians, writers, parents, community
builders. In doing so, they have re-taught them to
me in new, gracious forms. The narrative circles.
The crystal turns.
In one of our oldest stories, Homer’s “Odyssey,”
the young woman Nausicaa saves Odysseus
from both literal and metaphoric death. She averts
his physical starvation. But more, because of her
intervention, he’s able to recover from a series
of mistakes and failures and rebuild the heroic
reputation he has nearly lost. Nausicaa helps him
reshape his story. Gratefully he acknowledges,
“You, Lady, have given me my life.”
That is what I thought about my own story, there,
on that brilliant inauguration day.
You, Augustana, have given me my life.		
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Dr. Henriette C.K. Naeseth, who chaired the
Department of English and the Division of the
Humanities for nearly all of her 30-plus-year
tenure, a majestic presence. Her wise and gravelly
voice convinced us that the great literary texts can
expand our world, our selves. And her life exemplified
that. Like Whitman, whom she loved, she was large;
she contained multitudes.
Dr. Fritiof Fryxell ’22, small, wiry, Einsteinhaired, internationally respected geologist and
mountaineer, who created Augustana’s geology
department despite some ultra-conservative
religious opposition. He’d be sitting curled in
his chair, head down, listening intently. He loved
the natural world, from the delicate, air-thin
wildflowers in Blackhawk State Park to the soaring
Teton Mountains whose features he described and
named. He told us their stories, and in doing so,
taught ecology through love.
Dr. Dorothy Parkander ’46, Augustana’s first
CASE Illinois Professor of the Year, serious-faced
as befits the occasion, her famously radiant smile
in temporary abeyance. Teaching writers as diverse
as Milton, Chaucer, Austen and Garcia Lorca, she
impressed on us the dual necessity of creative
freedom and artistic integrity in telling stories. We
learned from her how the exact word can exalt to
joy, bruise with pain, move to action, and ultimately
help us understand better the divine creating Word.
Chaplain Richard Swanson ’54, tall, keen-eyed,
gray-bearded, one finger placed thoughtfully against
his lips. He showed us the poetry and expansiveness
of faith. Walking his world, across campus, the
Quad-Cities, and the nation, he dismantled religious
and cultural boundaries, to join, enrich, and be
enriched by, the stories of all spiritual seekers.
Dean Betsey Brodahl ’44, who lived the elegance
of mind and mien she respected. Her tall upright
figure would be stilled in graceful attention. She
would retain every word and build them into
Augustana’s future.
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Dr. Dorothy Parkander ’46

Chaplain Richard Swanson ’54

Dean Betsey Brodahl ’44

INAUGURATION

Inaugural address of
Andrea Kathryn Talentino
President of Augustana College
October 15, 2022
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“I am humbled to stand here
as just the ninth person to
lead this great institution and
to think of the distinguished
leaders before me.”
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Good afternoon, faculty, staff, students, trustees, my family and
friends here in the front row, delegates and special guests.
Thank you for being here on this special day for Augustana. It was
amazing to me honestly, as I contemplated this moment, this day,
to think that this has only happened eight times previously. I am
humbled to stand here as just the ninth person to lead this great
institution and to think of the distinguished leaders before me. It’s a
small but mighty group, and I am honored to stand in their company.
I want to extend my deepest thanks to my family and friends who
are here and have been so instrumental in helping me arrive at this
day. My husband, Tom Tarnow, deserves special thanks for being an extraordinary partner
and supporter, which includes mundane tasks like doing all the laundry, and I mean all of it,
and more existential support like always being willing to explore and shift and change.
I also want to take a moment to recognize some important people who could not be here
but were equally instrumental — my mother, Win Talentino, who raised me with a liberal
arts focus; Jancy Dorfman, who taught me that good leaders listen; and Dick and Barbara
Rosecrance, who supported me throughout graduate school and made me, and ultimately
Tom and my children, part of their family.
Now I’m going to pose a question that has become commonplace. What is the value
of education? There was a time when this would not have seemed a reasonable question,
but as technology has changed our world, making information more accessible and easily
shared, and allowing people to spread their expertise widely, and cheaply, the question has
become more compelling. Especially since, at the same time, colleges and universities have
gotten more expensive and, from some perspectives, more inaccessible.
There are two ways to answer, and both are essential. The first focus is the perspective
of Augustana College, and the second is the perspective of our wider society.

“We will also be inspired to think
creatively about what makes an
Augustana education compelling …
and how we make that even better.”
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Fortunately, Augustana makes this question easy to answer. I could start with the liberal
arts foundation, which all of us value, or with the principles of Lutheran education, which
focuses on purpose. Some of you have heard me speak before about the importance of an
education with purpose, one that is not solely or even most importantly about us as individuals
but is about what we do with what we learn. At the heart of that purpose is the essence of
Augustana, transformational engagement, the process of becoming which leads to individual
and social development.
Augustana was founded in 1860 to ensure that there would be enough pastors and
teachers to serve the growing Swedish immigrant population. The Midwest was seen as an
Eden of sorts, far more hospitable than some of the rocky and rural areas of Sweden. Land
was cheap and fertile, and the U.S. also offered political freedom and a promise of a life
far different from the repressive monarchies and rigidly hierarchical states of Europe. The
transformation of Augustana from that limited beginning to, within just 25 years, a school
that advanced education in the liberal arts and graduated its first female, is emblematic of
the transformational ethos that is at its heart.
The single most common story I have heard from alumni, from people on campus, and
from people who know of the college, is the story of transformation through Augustana.
Students who came not expecting or believing that they could make a difference and went
on to great things. Staff who have found a community that they never envisioned. Business
leaders around the Quad Cities who brought in Augustana students as interns or workers
and made lifelong connections.
Many alumni have told me stories of how they arrived at Augustana, not sure of their
abilities or their dreams, and they found curiosity and courage in their time here. The college
taught them lifelong habits, as one alumnus put it, of looking around the corner to see what
could happen next, and being open to chance and change as they charted their personal
and professional path.
Transformation is our single greatest competitive advantage and something that Augustana
creates at a higher level than any institution I have known. While many places might have
similar courses or co-curricular programs, the combination at Augustana, the closeness of
the community, and the opportunity and support to try anything, coupled with the advice of
all of you — employees, mentors, trustees, alumni — creates a result that is different from
other places.
That transformation is essential to recognize because it shows why an Augustana is so
valuable. I can, of course, absorb information through a YouTube video. During the height
of the pandemic, my husband learned how to fix the dishwasher and install a toilet through
YouTube. It all worked. Any of my students could pull up a discussion of the “Prisoner’s
Dilemma” on the web rather than listen to me talk about it in class.
But what really is education? Absorbing information is certainly part of it, and a primary
focus of those who suggest that college is an unnecessary and excessively costly proposition.
Why spend money and time to get information when you can read it or watch it? But information
is the smallest part of education, and by far the least important part. Most importantly,
information on its own is not transformational.
continued on next page
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Rather, Augustana is transformational because it understands that education happens
everywhere — in a classroom, on a playing field, in the ensemble room, in the residence hall
and the dining hall and the library, and on Viking Plaza. It is a culture and a tone of experience
and expectation, of listening and thinking and developing ideas, that is not reducible to
any piece of information or even a single interaction. It takes place over time and through
connection to others, and it is how all of us grow and develop into who we are.
Augustana alumni have gone on to lead Fortune 500 companies, play in the Super Bowl,
win the Nobel Prize, save lives, and extend assistance to those in need. Most of them did not
know, when they came, all that they could be or even fully who they wanted to be. But this
community gave them the confidence to embrace their curiosity. The challenges and the
friendships gave them the assurance to define their own moral compass and seek to impact
the world. And the names they cite who were essential to that transformation — Parkander,
Ballman, Olsen, Conway — often did not do their most important teaching in classrooms.
The stories alumni cite are from the in-between times. After class or athletics practice.
During an informal advising session. In a moment when the student wondered aloud whether
to make this or that choice.
I have said before that an Augustana education is about becoming. That is the essence
of transformation. You arrive as a child, at least in a figurative sense. You leave as a developed
person ready to achieve your dreams. That does not, I will tell you, happen everywhere. It
does happen here. And that is where both our pride and our creativity need to focus, so
that we can continue that same quality of experience and becoming for new generations of
students.
The world around us makes that harder, but that is our calling.
We must of course adapt to that world, and it will take all our
creativity and energy to define experiences for students that both
maximize transformation and prepare them for the high-paced,
fast-changing world they will enter.
Why do we care about transformation? Because the purpose
of education is to provide benefit for society. In 1860, when this
institution was founded, the Civil War was starting. As some of you
who have stood in the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., may
know, in his second inaugural address Lincoln said, “It may seem strange that any men
should dare ask a just God’s assistance for wringing their bread from the sweat of other
men’s faces, but judge not that ye be not judged.”
With temporal distance, we do judge, just as in the fullness of history, our own time will
be judged. One of the things on which we will be judged is the scorn with which we treat
education. They knew in Lincoln’s time what we have forgotten in ours — that education is
essential to the development of society and the forging of the common weal.
John Dewey, a theorist and educational reformer of the mid-19th century, believed that
education was essential to prepare people for a “continuous and progressive life in a society.”
Like us, Dewey lived at a time of rapid change. The industrial revolution had upended
production, distribution and communication. In the midst of this profusion of ideas, Dewey
considered education, and teachers, the centering force that helped students attain both social
and individual goals. In his view, education was explicitly NOT about the communication of
knowledge, but about the development of the self within the context of the body politic, each
developing from and with each other.
Most of all, Dewey saw education’s role as sparking and nurturing curiosity. Focus on
specific information and rules of thinking were anathema to Dewey as he believed they
taught students passivity. Rather, he believed learning came from experience, interaction
and exploration.
The concept of self and national development is closely entwined in more modern
commentaries on education. Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the great engine of personal
development. It is through education that the daughter of a peasant can become a doctor,
that the son of a mine worker can become the head of the mine, that a child of farm workers
can become the president of a great nation. It is what we make out of what we have, not
what we are given, that separates one person from another.”
As the generations pass and the peasant becomes a doctor, and in my case, the granddaughter of an electrician becomes a college president, ideas change, different people and
experiences are brought into society, and our purpose and our abilities as a republic are
transformed. It was education that helped bring about the end of slavery, that led to different
views on workers’ rights, that gave us technological advances.
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“The alumni gathered this
weekend are testament to
the strength of this institution
and all that it can achieve.”
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President Talentino’s
children, Julia, 11, and
Lucien, 15, sit in the front
row with friends and
family, while her husband,
Tom Tarnow, listens from
the stage.
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Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., father of the Supreme Court justice who established the
basis for constitutional protection of free speech in the 1919 case, Abrams v. United States,
said that “Man’s mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimensions.”
His son’s own jurisprudence is evidence of this principle. Eight years after the Abrams case,
Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. wrote the now infamous decision in Buck v. Bell, a case in which
the sterilization of a woman with cognitive disabilities, without her consent, was upheld by the
Court. It is something that we could scarcely contemplate now and was in fact overturned
within two decades of his opinion.
What all this tells us is that education is essential. These are not easy times for higher
education, particularly schools of the size and focus of Augustana who rest proudly on the
liberal arts tradition articulated by Dewey and so essential to the progress of our world.
Critics paint a picture of a world with professors and institutions getting fat on tuition bills
and delivering nothing of value to students who struggle to survive in a shifting professional
landscape. Yet a shifting professional landscape, such as the industrial revolution of
Dewey’s times, is of course precisely the situation for which higher education, particularly
liberal arts education, is most suited.
Just as importantly, our time is roiled by complex social and economic questions that cut
to the heart of how we prosper and who we value in society. As we confront painful realities
about our past, we must also shape new directions for our national future that bring us
closer to realizing the aspirational rhetoric of our founding. For “Freedom can exist only in
the society of knowledge. Without learning, men are incapable of knowing their rights, and
where learning is confined to a few people, freedom can neither be equal nor universal.” So
said Benjamin Rush, a signer of our Declaration of Independence, who was also a physician,
politician, social reformer, and in his later years, abolitionist.
It is in precisely these days of change when flexibility is more valuable than any knowledge and creative problem-solving is a daily need, that transformation in the form of curiosity
and courage is most essential. As many increasingly dismiss education as the playing field
of the elite, the days ahead will not be easy. We must show that an Augustana education is
precisely the opposite, the training ground of the non-elite, a place where people of great ability
confront all that they can be and gain the ability to drive our nation forward.
We are swimming against the current, in a time when what we do is questioned, when
there is little appreciation for the value of transformational engagement to our young
people. As a result, we are abandoning the value of that engagement on the progress of our
nation. Our way will get harder before it gets easier, and there is no easy path to success. It will
require all of our creativity and our commitment to serving students, as well as a constant
effort to convey the distinction and value of Augustana.
We will need to remember why it matters that the daughter of the peasant becomes
the doctor. But we will also be inspired to think creatively about what makes an Augustana
education compelling, and has transformed students for 162 years, and how we make that
even better.
To quote President Franklin Roosevelt, who knew quite a bit about challenge, “I measure
the sound, solid achievement that can be made at this time by the straight edge of your own
confidence and your resolve. And to you I say: The only limit to our realization of tomorrow
will be our doubts of today.”
We need not doubt. The alumni gathered this weekend are testament to the strength
of this institution and all that it can achieve. So to finish President Roosevelt’s comment,
“Let us move forward with strong and active faith.”
Thank you.
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‘It begins with A, now more than ever’
Words of welcome from the podium

“As a member of the President’s Advisory Council, I’ve already seen your
intentionality in building upon Augustana’s tradition of engaging real life
issues through experiential learning, and I’ve seen how you thoughtfully
consider how to burst the Augie bubble a bit more to be better neighbors
in this community…. Congratulations, and welcome President Talentino.”
The Rev. Kyle Severson ’09, associate to the bishop, Metropolitan Chicago
Synod of the ELCA

“It’s not just Andrea’s scholarship that makes her such an excellent match
for Augustana academically. Your passion for teaching is equal to the deep
devotion and commitment of the Augustana faculty to their craft as teachers.
I remember last fall you talking about how despite being provost at Nazareth
you continued to teach one class a year for the political science department.
That couldn’t have been easy balancing those responsibilities, but you did it
because of your commitment to your students.”
Dr. Mariano Magalhães, professor of political science

“In just these first 100 days, you have leaned into the college’s heritage of
social justice and cultivating a sense of purpose found in pursuing the
common good. You have embraced our gifts in this community as a way to
live out Micah’s urging to seek justice, love kindness, and walk with humility
in service and love. We welcome your dedication to connecting a transformative education with a transformative life — one which sets students free
to explore their vocation and shapes leaders who will serve and change the
world.”
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The Rev. Stacie Fidlar ’91, bishop of the Northern Illinois Synod of the ELCA
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“We are so proud to know that President Andrea Talentino is now a steward
of what our story and so many others mean to this school. We welcome you
as a scholar, as a steward, as an engaged citizen and as a leader.”
Master of Ceremony Ryan Jenkins ’18

“From a bright past, a bold tomorrow, and in the middle, the best part is
today — both bright and bold, blue and gold. What a story this special
place now holds because of today. It begins with A, now more than ever.”
Master of Ceremony Angie Mitchum ’08 Sharp

“All of you now know, as those who have preceded me on this stage have
demonstrated, Andrea is the one. She is the right person, in the right job,
at the right time and in precisely the right place. We need more people like
her, and she is here to help us develop them. It will indeed be our honor
and privilege to partner with her on that journey. Let me say that I and the
entire board are excited, fired up and ready to go as we get this 15- to
20-year party started.”
Wiley Adams ’82, vice-chair of the Augustana College Board of Trustees

“Over my three years at Augustana, the college has made significant
strides in how to shape confident leaders who feel like they not only go to
Augustana but that they belong at Augustana.... It is clear that the student
experience is a priority to President Talentino as it is to many student leaders, like myself, and the easiest way to continue these efforts of inclusivity
is to fan the spark, flame or fire of passion for progress that we see in our
students.”

“Good leaders have many qualities that define them, but often overlooked in
defining good leadership is courage. To this end Andrea is totally unafraid
to admit when she is wrong or that she has made a mistake. She has the
courage to tell it like it is, and she expects the same from the people with
whom she works.”
Dr. Bill Dorfman, former director of Walt Whitman Camp and longtime
friend of President Talentino
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Isabelle Jordan ’23, president of the Student Government Association
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Street Party Celebration
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It wasn’t only the Blue sky and Gold
leaves or how Old Main and the
Bell Tower stood as sentinels over
the revered and rare proceedings.
President Andrea Kathryn Talentino’s
installation celebrated tradition, with
custom touches.
Flags and a college mace

used to build the Bell Tower, a campus landmark since 1936.
When the Bell Tower was renovated in 2004, some of the
original wood was set aside.
It was from these historic timbers that the late Dr. Roald
Tweet, professor emeritus of English, carved the likeness
of Old Main’s dome. David E. Apple of Augustana’s facilities
services turned the wood, added the copper embellishments
and assembled the mace.
After being used at its first commencement in 2012, the
college mace already had a nickname among faculty: the
peppermill.
Dr. Tweet at the time said it was a fitting name because
“education is a seasoning on your knowledge, especially a
liberal arts education.”

After delegates, trustees and faculty were seated, Liam
Dougherty ’23 holding the American flag and Stephanie
Carreno ’23 with the Augustana banner led honored guests
to the stage. Augustana’s banner bears the Greek word for
truth emerging from an open Bible that rests upon a shield
inscribed with the Hebrew word for light. These two flags
are carried at the front of the processional at the college’s
commencement every year.
Dr. Amanda Wilmsmeyer, chair of the Faculty Council,
carried the college mace as she led Augustana faculty in
the processional and then placed it on the stage for the
installation.
Kai Swanson ’86, special assistant to the president,
believes having a mace is important for the college because
of the leverage it holds. Maces symbolize the power and
authority vested upon colleges and universities. Swanson
described the mace as the “fine china of the college because
it only comes out once a year for commencement.”
Except this year.
Created by members of the Augustana community
10 years ago, the college mace is significant for several
reasons. It is made from wood used in the construction of
Augustana’s first building in Rock Island, dedicated in 1875.
Sixty years later, timbers from the first “Old Main” were

A colleague’s composition

Dr. Amanda Wilmsmeyer, carrying the college mace, led the
faculty processional.

Members of the Augustana Symphonic Band performed “A Fragile
Peace,” written by Dr. Jacob Bancks for the inauguration.

During inauguration weekend, faculty presented sessions on
new academic programs, partnerships in the community, the
college’s Lutheran roots and Swedish ties, and presented
their work in an art exhibition and music recital.
Dr. Jacob Bancks composed “A Fragile Peace” for the
Augustana Symphonic Band to perform at the inaugural
ceremony, under the direction of Dr. James M. Lambrecht.
“It was important to me that the work be closely tied to
the occasion, to Augustana, and to Andrea, so I spent some
time reading through some of her publications and talking
with her about her research,” Dr. Bancks said. “While I’d like
to think that any topic in any field could inspire a musical
work, in this case it was especially easy to write music
connected to Andrea’s study of peacemakers around the
world.”
President Talentino’s research specializations are
military intervention and civil conflict, and the Olympics
in relation to international politics. She has published
extensively, including two books: “Military Intervention
After the Cold War: The Evolution of Theory and
Practice” and “Sporting Boundaries, Sporting Events and
Commodification.”
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What made the day so Augustana
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A coin to commemorate

At the request of the college, SUNY Cortland
Professor Emeritus of English Dr. Arnold Talentino
wrote and read this poem on the occasion of his
daughter’s presidential inauguration.
 ivination
D
Inaugurations in Roman times
employed the entrails of a bull,
a source of numerous recondite signs
that the ship of state would continue to pull
a suppliant world along its wake.
Despite abundant proof that power corrupts
that thirst for dominion would not slake
until in time captive lands would erupt
demanding freedom, justice, and franchise.
Herodotus might have said that’s history –
continual struggle that cannot abide
the force of reasoned thought and equity.
Those first principles at Augustana’s birth.
And those founders’ inmost thoughts reside
still in assessments of Augustana’s worth
in which all gathered here take pride.
Here is a land that nurtures spirit and mind
and ensures opportunity for all
to think through bold perspectives and find
career paths to answer the quirkiest call
enabled by umpteen majors and minors,
music ensembles, theater, and art.
No losers here, only finders
of trails to knowledge at wisdom’s heart,
and champion athletics too
for all students: twenty-eight varsity teams
of Viking scholars who always do
their very best, though it might seem
frail, as Plato knew, who won laurel twice
(yes, that Plato) at the Olympics’ start,
and though fated not to three-peat, was wise
about it, as philosopher, his other art.
So fortune leaves us this essential story
from our past that recalls again a view
of Herodotus: today is history.
And now an Augie augury: tomorrow will be too.
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A father’s poem

President Andrea
Talentino with her
father, Dr. Arnold
Talentino

A coin often is designed to mark an
important occasion in the life of an
organization or institution. The coin
below celebrates President Talentino’s
inauguration with an original rendering
of the campus’ iconic Old Main dome and
IX to denote her presidency as the ninth
in the 162-year history of the college.
Four words — academics, mission,
engagement, inclusivity — on the back
of the coin signify what she sees as
Augustana’s strengths and what attracted
her to the college.
“Augustana’s mission and vision
reflect what I most care about,”
President Talentino said. “I’ve always
focused on creating an inclusive,
holistic, challenging, integrated student
experience.”
Also on the back of the coin, CWW
references Camp Walt Whitman in
Piermont, N.H., where, as a young
director, she first experienced her
passion to lead others. During the
installation ceremony, her former camp
director Dr. Bill Dorfman shared
stories of President Talentino during
her camp days.
The outline of New York state is
featured because President Talentino
was born in Binghamton, N.Y., and grew
up in nearby Cortland, N.Y.
The diploma scroll symbolizes her
strong belief in the transformational
power of education.
“The single most common story I
have heard from alumni, from people on
campus, and from people who know of
the college, is the story of transformation
through Augustana,” President Talentino
said. “Transformation is our greatest
advantage, and something I think
Augustana creates at a higher level than
any institution I have known.”
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CLASS NOTES

(notices received as of
Sept. 1, 2022)

1962
George Kutsunis and his
family celebrated 60 years
in business in Geneseo, Ill.,
opening his first store in 1962.

1964
Donna Ash Eisenstat and her
husband Mike own Toboggan
Hill Farm in New York, which
was recently featured in the
Jamestown, N.Y. Post-Journal.

1969
Dick Mosher retired from
private law practice after 50
years. He was senior counsel
at Denton’s LLP in Hawaii.
He has relocated to Nevada
and plans to keep busy with
mediation-arbitration, IP
work, helping entrepreneurs
and teaching-lecturing.

1974
Lisa Hermann was named vice
president of carrier relations
at Inszone Insurance Services,
a national provider of benefits,
personal and commercial
lines insurance.

1975
Bill Allee came out of
retirement to coach the
Alleman High School boys
tennis team last spring and
saw his No. 1 player, Nicholas
Patrick, win the Illinois state
tennis title.
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1977
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Charlie Abplanalp has played
violin for every Riverfront Pops
concert in the Quad Cities
since it debuted in 1983.
Nancy Reed Hultquist was
named the Junior Board of
Rock Island Mardi Gras Queen
for 2022.

Darlene Holst Link volunteers
for the Quad City Symphony
Orchestra in Davenport, Iowa,
as a member of the Board
of Trustees and president of
the Volunteers for Symphony.
She also serves as secretary
and zone chair of the Eldridge
Lions Club.

1984

Janis Machala is a Professional
Certified Coach-level ICFcertified executive coach.

Beth Ellman Rokaitis retired
from the Sylvan School
District in Modesto, Calif.,
after a 36-year career as a
speech-language pathologist.
During that time, she
supervised more than 20
student teachers/interns and
SLP graduates completing
their clinical fellowship year.
She was also a member of the
district’s negotiating team for
15 years, representing special
education.

1978
Sheena Bradley Marsh retired
from Berkeley School District
87 after 23 years teaching
elementary special education.

1979
Spencer Miller retired as
managing director of NFP
Property And Casualty
Services.
Teresa Parkinson retired
after 40 years with Economy/
St. Paul/MetLife/Farmers
Insurance Company.
Sue Fleischman Rector
retired from Augustana after
38 years of service. She also
was recently named Rotary
District 6420’s club level
“Rotarian of the Year.” She
completed a yearlong service
project that involved an
ongoing partnership with
Earl Hanson Elementary
School in Rock Island. The
service project assisted in
keeping 300 students engaged
in fun, creative ways during
the summer months.

1981

Diane Carpenter Pullara
retired in June 2022, after 38
years of teaching/directing
middle school and junior high
choirs in Homer Community
Consolidated School District
33C in Illinois.

Jane Birtch Vatchev was
named the 2022 Outstanding
Full-Time Faculty Member
at the College of DuPage.
She is an assistant professor
and co-chair of the Physical
Education, Fitness, and Sports
Studies Department and has
been teaching at the college
for 22 years. She retired from
coaching track and field after
30 years and was instrumental
in leading to the creation of
the college’s Athletic Hall of
Fame.

1985
Pamela Hosler
Krasinski retired in May 2022
after 34 years as a school
psychologist (32 years in West
Aurora District 129). She
continues to maintain a private
practice, Irlen Clinic of Illinois,
as clinic director and Irlen
diagnostician.

Craig Bowron has written
a book, “Man Overboard!
A Medical Lifeline for the
Aging Male,” published by
Mayo Clinic Press. He is a
board-certified internist and
primary care physician in
St. Paul, Minn.
Elizabeth Barnes
Hess completed an ABAapproved paralegal studies
program, with honors, in
December 2021. In February
2022, she joined Shannon
Law Group in Woodridge, Ill.,
as a paralegal, working in the
area of vaccine injuries.

1988
Desiree Grace was named
president, Americas, for
Cembre, Inc., in May. Cembre
is an Italian manufacturer of
electrical products, listed on
the Milan stock exchange.

1990
Scott Hansen and Brian
Korbel earned Presidents
Club Honors with the Schwab
Investment Group for the third
consecutive year.

1991
James Donahue published
his first book, “Words Matter,”
in March 2022.
Stacie Fidlar was elected
to serve a six-year term as
bishop of the Northern Illinois
Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.
Michael Gapen is managing
director and head of U.S.
economics at Bank of
America.

Paul Osman retired after 35
years as the State of Illinois
Mark Johnson was promoted
Floodplain programs chief.
to vice president, Government
He now owns P. Oz Consulting,
Affairs for Toyota.
1987
a floodplain management and
Kirk Bednar was named 2022
flood insurance consulting
Tennessee City Manager of the
group.
Year. The City of Brentwood
has been incorporated for
53 years. Bednar was hired
as Brentwood assistant city
manager in 2000 and selected
as its manager in 2013.

Keith Cherkauer is the director
of the Indiana Water Resource
Research Center on the
Purdue campus by Purdue
University, where he is a
professor of agricultural
and biological engineering.
Cherkauer holds a master’s
from the University of
Colorado Boulder and
Ph.D. from the University of
Washington.

Erica Taylor, medical director
for congregate settings for
the Chicago Department of
Public Health, will host a new
Instagram Live talk program
to discuss health topics within
the Black community.
“Dr. Taylor’s Table” will be
produced by the Chicago
Department of Public Health.

Mindy Matthews is the varsity
volleyball coach at Galesburg
(Ill.) High School. She played
three varsity seasons at
Augustana.

1999

Ed Wolf is a vice president and
senior loan officer at Central
Bank Illinois.

Jamey Fah, school resource
officer at Pleasant Valley
(Iowa) High School, received
a citation for outstanding
achievement from the Scott
County Sheriff’s Department.

1997

2000

1995

Malik Khaliq was recognized
as one of the Top 5 financial
advisors by Forbes for the fifth
consecutive year.

Dawn Lambert Secketa is the
principal at St. Joseph Catholic
Academy in Kenosha, Wis.

Ryan Moeller is vice president
for custody solutions at Axos
Advisor Services.

Chris Simmons is the
manager of system planning
for Community Transit in
Everett, Wash.

1998

Jennifer Kryszak is the
director of strategic
planning for the Franciscan
Peace Center, a ministry
of the Clinton Franciscans,
whose mission is living and
promoting active nonviolence
and peacemaking. She
recently taught religion for a
semester at Augustana.

Jennifer Woodruff published
the co-edited book “The
Cambridge Companion to
American Protestantism.”

Chad Johnson was named
chief operating officer of the
NFL’s Jacksonville Jaguars.

2001
Danielle Ricci
Moran graduated from
Northern Illinois University
in May 2022, earning a Ed.D.
in educational leadership
and policy studies. She is
the director of elementary
instruction for Wheaton
Warrenville CUSD 200 in
Wheaton, Ill.
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1992

2002
Michelle Leonard
Greenwood received the 2022
Citizen of the Year Award from
the City of Rock Island, in the
Honorary category, which
is available for a person/
organization who does not
reside in Rock Island but has
contributed to the good of the
community. She has taught
English at Rock Island High
School for more than 20 years.
Julie Anderson Kulovits will
fill a vacancy on the Wheaton,
Ill., District 200 Board of
Education.

New fossil’s name recalls
scientist’s English class

	Dr. Ashley Poust ’06 has named
the new species of sabretooth
nimravid in honor of his class
with Dr. Joseph D. McDowell,
Augustana professor of English.
	“The name for the animal came
directly from my time as an
English minor at Augustana,”
Dr. Poust said. “I took a number
of classes from Dr. McDowell
and in one of them we learned
Dr. Ashley Poust ’06 compares
about the 9th century poem
the main Pangurban fossil to the
“Pangur Bán,” about a monk
more complete skull of its close
relative Hoplophoneus. (C. Hansen/
and his cat.
San Diego Natural History Museum)

“I have never lost my love for literature and history, kindled
at Augustana,” he said. “Fast-forward more than a decade,
and my co-authors and I were able to name this new species
Pangurban after that same literary cat.”
This is not Dr. Poust’s first named fossil. He and his colleagues
made worldwide headlines in 2020 for contributing to the
discovery of a new species of feathered dinosaur in China.
“Ashley was, and has remained, one of my prized students
because his curiosity and enthusiasm for the life of the mind
led him down so many paths,” said Dr. McDowell. “I’m thrilled
with his success.”
Dr. Poust, currently a research associate at the San Diego
Natural History Museum, majored in geology and French at
Augustana, with a minor in English. He earned a master’s
in earth sciences at Montana State University before
graduating from the University of California, Berkeley, with
a doctorate in integrative biology.
He is the lead author of the paper describing Pangurban
egiae, titled “An early nimravid from California and the rise of
hypercarnivorous mammals after the middle Eocene climatic
optimum.”
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	A newly named 38-millionyear-old catlike mammal will
be called Pangurban egiae in
honor of a scientist’s fond
recollection of his Augustana
English class.
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2003

2007

Scott Lemke married Dana
Ferguson ’10 on May 1, 2021.
They had a daughter, Sophia
Marie, on May 27, 2022.

Melissa CinquegraniPence had a son, August
Jackson Pence, on May 30,
2022.

Jake Polancich has served as
director of bands at Arrowhead
High School in Hartland,
Wis., since 2008. Under his
direction, the school’s Wind
Ensemble performed at
Carnegie Hall in March 2022.
He is a South Arts Jazz Road
Tour grant recipient for his
jazz trio Sincerely, Linus.
The grant funded a four-city
performance tour through
Minneapolis, Madison, South
Bend, and Cleveland. The Herb
Kohl Educational Foundation
named Polancich as a 2021
Teacher Fellowship recipient. The award recognizes
excellence and innovation in
teaching.

Morgan Wick Henning and
her husband, Nicholas, had a
son, Sullivan Walter Henning,
on Oct. 26, 2021. He joins
brothers Everett and Winston.

Kinsey Olson Sovern is a
research and development
test engineer for advanced
mobility at the Transportation
Research Center, an
independent automotive test
facility and proving grounds in
East Liberty, Ohio.

Lisa Huntsha was promoted
from archivist/librarian to
assistant director and head of
collections for the Swenson
Swedish Immigration
Research Center at Augustana
College.

2004
Brett Lewis was promoted to
head of sales and digital for
the BMO Harris Bank North
American Customer Contact
Center.
Braxton Showalter married
Courtney Howe in March 2022.

2006
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Kate Goier Boyens and Brent
Boyens ’09 had a son, Augie,
on May 18, 2022.

16

James Duffy opened New
Way Coaching and Creation in
Chicago. He is a life coach and
meditation instructor.

Eric Junco is the first director
for equity for the NIU College
of Education.

2009
Brent Boyens and Kate Goier
’06 Boyens had a son, Augie,
on May 18, 2022.

2010
Dana Ferguson married Scott
Lemke ’03 on May 1, 2021.
They had a daughter, Sophia
Marie, on May 27, 2022.

Amy Becker Karl published an
essay in “Christianity Today”
titled “Need Some
Guidance? Use These Seven
Tools in God’s Toolbox for
Discernment.”
Megan Sabin is a new sales
representative for the Le Mars
(Iowa) Sentinel.

2011
Jenn Misewicz and Tim
Faith were married on March
19, 2022.
Rachel Shipley-Wagner is
the manager of business
development at Greystone
Realty, Chicago.

2013
Emma Baldwin is a parks
animal keeper at the Orange
County Zoo in Orange, Calif.

Hannah Busching left her
position as a Spanish teacher
at Rochelle (Ill.) Township
High School to teach at the
Mercy Ships Academy aboard
the hospital ship Global Mercy.
Elizabeth Starck Coughlin is
a senior manager at Intercom
customer services in San
Francisco.
Emily Bender Ferguson
earned a master’s in
music education from the
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.

2015
Mariah Benson Bryner is a
community health consultant
for Scott County, Iowa.
Anna Moorehead has joined
The University of Chicago
Booth School of Business
as the associate director for
alumni engagement, West
Coast.
Hannah Sundwall is a
publicist for the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra
Association.

Katherine Golas was
promoted to assistant branch
manager at the First Savings
Bank of Hegewisch in Crown
Point, Ind.

Blaire Theuerkauf is an
attorney II at Metra Commuter
Rail, Chicago.

Alexander and Gianna Pecora
Lawson had a daughter,
Elianna Grace, on March 12,
2022.

Nelly Cheboi was named
a CNN Global Hero for her
work as co-founder of TechLit
Africa, an organization that
redistributes recycled technology and builds computer labs
in schools in Africa.

Jacob and Jane Nagle
O’Rourke had a son, James
Jeffry O’Rourke, on June 17,
2022.
Jennifer Schroder married
Dan Dankert on June 25, 2022.
Mark VanNatta is the athletic
director at Alleman High
School, Rock Island.

2014
Perry Alekna is a product
owner/enterprise risk at John
Deere.
Matthew Osman earned
his Ph.D. in climate science
from Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in 2019
and recently accepted a
professorship at Cambridge
University in Cambridge,
United Kingdom.
Annelisse Tovar is a
clinic administrator at Mia
Aesthetics cosmetic surgery
clinics.
Colleen O’Leary Voland is
an account coordinator at
Douglas Shaw & Associates,
fundraising professionals in
Naperville, Ill.

2016

Brian Lovejoy won the Quick
Bix, two-mile course race in
Davenport on July 30.
Stefan Nguyen is a data
science consultant for
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Robert Scott is a demand
generation marketing
manager at Gain Servicing,
a health care service support
company in Atlanta.

2017
Marvin Agyeben accepted a
PGY-1 (first year) pharmacy
residency with Advocate
Lutheran General in Park
Ridge, Ill.
Anne Hopkins was promoted
to internal audit manager at
Legal & General Investment
Management America,
Chicago.
Elena Leith is a Heritage 2022
paper archivist at the British
Film Institute, London.

	He has been appointed by
President Joe Biden as the
coordinator of the U.S.
President’s Malaria Initiative
(PMI).
	Dr. Walton said PMI has helped
lead global efforts to collectively
save more than 10.6 million lives
and prevent more than 1.7 billion
malaria infections since 2005.
PMI works with 27 partner
countries in sub-Saharan Africa
Dr. David Walton ’98
and Southeast Asia.
“The work of the PMI over the last 18 years has been nothing
short of extraordinary, and I’m incredibly proud be able
to work alongside the exceptional PMI team,” he said in
announcing his appointment.
Dr. Walton has more than 20 years of experience working
in global health, including working as a physician in Haiti to
fight cholera and on the front lines of the Ebola outbreak in
Sierra Leone.
He is the co-founder and previously served as the CEO
of Build Health International, a non-profit dedicated to
designing and building health infrastructure in low- and
middle-income countries. Dr. Walton also was the senior
director of Global Health at Butterfly Network, focused on
reducing disparities of access to health care by making
medical imaging accessible to everyone around the world.
A pre-med and Spanish major at Augustana, he was named
an Academic All-American in 1998 in honor of his achievements in the classroom and as a sprinter on the track team.
He holds an M.D. from Harvard Medical School, a master
of public health from the Harvard School of Public Health,
and trained in internal medicine at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital as the first Doris and Howard Hiatt Global Health
Equity resident.

2018
Joseph Cross is an Inspector
at RS&H Engineering in Novi,
Mich.
Stacie Gill is a program
manager at iMentor, which
organizes volunteers to
mentor high school students.

Grace Iaquinta graduated
from Washington University’s
Law School with a master’s of
legal studies, concentration in
regulatory compliance.
Caitlin Lebel and Joey
Gonsiorek eloped on June
19, 2022. The couple said the
arches of the venue reminded
them of the windows at
Augustana and “felt perfect.”

Tanner Osing received
the American Planning
Association’s 2022 Outstanding
Planning Student Award from
the University of Iowa School
of Planning and Public Affairs.
He earned an M.S. in urban
and regional planning from
Iowa in May 2022.
Alyssa Reuter is a staff
accountant for Caterpillar Inc.
Tammy (Tamara) Zapata was
selected as a Crowley Scholar
at the Leitner Center for
International Law and Justice
at Fordham University School
of Law.

2019
Fiona Bowers is a program
coordinator at Nathan
Benderson Park.
Sierra Kindley is a staff
geologist at The Riley Group,
Bothell, Wash.
Shelby Kuepker is the
program coordinator
overseeing Kesem chapters in
the Northern California region.
Guadalupe Martinez
graduated with an MBA
from DeVry University’s
Keller Graduate School of
Management.

2020
Katie Hogan started as a
development associate in
November 2021 at North
Lawndale College Prep and
was promoted to manager
of development and external
partnerships in July 2022.
Kirsten Biefeld is an Urban
Forestry Council liaison and
outreach specialist with the
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources.

Carissa Boerboom is an audit
associate with Baker Tilly US,
LLP, in Minneapolis.
Joseph Corcoran graduated
from the University of Miami
Herbert Business School
with an M.S. in sustainable
business. He is with
CEMAsys.com in Boston as a
sustainability consultant.
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	Dr. David Walton ’98, who first
saw disparities in health care
during an Augustana study
abroad trip, now will lead the U.S.
fight against malaria around
the world.

Alyssa McGray is a speechlanguage pathology intern at
WellSpire, a partnership of
WesleyLife and Genesis Health
System.

Isabel Dawson is the executive
director of Genesius Guild,
a Rock Island community
group that offers free summer
outdoor theatre.
Jesse Ditzler will enter the
University of Illinois Masters
of Health Care Administration
program this fall.
Ghita El Mendri is a people
and culture apprentice at
Total Media planning agency
in London.
Lauren Endress earned a
master’s in chemical and
biomolecular engineering
from the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign.
Jenna Hartman is a publicity
and content specialist with
Mindvalley, an e-learning
provider.
Matthew Simpson was
promoted to audit senior at
Deloitte’s Davenport office.
Emily Weeks graduated with
an M.S. in recreation and
leisure services from Texas
State University. She is a
senior coordinator of facility
operations at the University of
Kansas.
Pierson Wofford is an
executive recruiter for Smith
Hanley Associates, Chicago.
Ntita Mabanza Yav is
pursuing a master’s in
integrated marketing at New
York University.
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Walton ’98 leads U.S.
campaign against malaria
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2021
Christine Albers is an intern
for the Maternal Infant Health
Program at the Nebraska
Department of Health and
Human Services to improve
breastfeeding outcomes.
Abhib Lal Amatya is an intern
at Buddha Air in Nepal.
Jacob Busby is a certified
district sales leader in the
Frito-Lay Greater Chicagoland
Zone.

Juejue Wai Hin Thaw is
pursuing a Master of
Landscape Architecture and
a graduate minor in urban
planning at OSU.

John Currie is an
assurance associate in the
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(PwC) St. Louis office.

Michael Tirabasso is an
assistant manager at
Enterprise.

2022
Alexander Anderson is
participating in the Vibrant
Credit Union’s professional
development program.

Troy Faley is a life sciences
career trainee with the Illinois
Environmental Protection
Agency in its site remediation
program.

Lilliana Andujar is a speechlanguage pathologist for
Scholastic children’s publishing,
education and media.

AJ Householder is a cloud
software engineer at U.S. Bank.
Russell McNab is a student
aid counselor at Aurora
University.
Nicholas Metrou is an
associate wealth advisor with
PrairieView Wealth Partners,
Orland Park, Ill.
Minh Duc Pham is a software
engineer at Twilio.
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Noelle Dela Cruz is a marketing Tyler Markell is a biofuels
consultant at PF Engineers,
assistant at More Canvas
Berthoud, Colo.
Consulting, New York City.

Melaine Diep is pursuing a
master’s in genetic counseling
at Northwestern University.

Megan Hoppe spent the last
academic year in France with
TAPIF (Teaching Assistant
Program in France). Since
her return stateside, she
has moved to Chicago and is
pursuing her master’s in
information and library
science at Dominican
University. She is also doing
freelance costuming at
theatres in the Chicago area.
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Taylor Sodaro is a project
coordinator at Iconic Energy, a
solar company in Rockford, Ill.

Rodrigo Ayala is an operations
coordinator at Gain DAO
crypto-currency denominated
trading pools.
Berenice Campos is an
admissions counselor at The
University of Chicago.
Kyndall Carter is a legal
assistant at Taft Stettinius &
Hollister in Cincinnati.
Maya Chavez is participating
in Vibrant Credit Union’s
professional development
program.
Robert Christel is a social
media and marketing manager
at Ala Carte Entertainment,
Schaumberg, Ill.
Abby Clark is pursuing a
master’s in geology and
natural hazards at McMaster
University.
Shannon Conniff is a retail
analytics analyst for the Ace
Hardware Corporation.
Megan Crawford is a member
of the audit and assurance
staff at Ernst & Young LLP in
Chicago.

Ashley Dehmlow is attending
the University of Colorado
Anschutz Medical Center for a
master’s in public health.
Jordan Dryfhout is an insights
associate at Behaviorally
(formerly PRS), which provides
shopper marketing data.
Ben Ford is a UAS flight
operations intern at Sentera,
an agriculture data company.
Anna Foreman is a speechlanguage pathology assistant
at GiGi’s Playhouse Down
Syndrome Achievement
Centers’ national office in
Hoffman Estates, Ill.
Sophia Gilmore is in the
accelerated nursing program
at Trinity College of Nursing
and Health Sciences, Moline.
Bridget Grimm is a junior
researcher and account
manager at SOCIALDEVIANT
advertising agency in Chicago.
Olivia Hagerty is a marketing
assistant at Executive
Construction in Chicago.
Erin Hettinger is a behavior
therapist at Little Friends,
Inc., a nonprofit organization
in Warrenville, Ill., which
serves people with autism.
Laura Keenan is the Emerging
Leaders manager for United
Way Quad Cities.
Izan Khan is working at Von
Maur in application support.
Alec Mager is a medical
laboratory technician in the
Rush University Medical
Center Surgical Pathology Unit.
Dina Marin is a specialized
tax services associate at
PricewaterhouseCoopers
(PwC).

Spencer Napiwocki is a staff
professional at Geosyntec
Consultants, Oak Brook, Ill.
Kidus Olana is a software
engineer at BlackRock, a
financial planning firm.
Gaurav Patwal is a data
scientist/analyst in risk and
financial advisory at Deloitte.
Saurabh Patwal is a cyber
associate at Aon data and
analytic services.
Matthew Pierson is a client
insight analyst for IR market
research in Chicago.
Abigail Redlinger is a staff
accountant at Honkamp
Krueger & Co., P.C., Dubuque,
Iowa.
Triston Richardson is a
contract specialist intern
with U.S. Army Contracting
Command.
Kendall Schmidt is a demand
planner for US Foods, a
food service distributor in
Rosemont, Ill.
Olivia Smith is a finance
assistant for the Eric Sorensen
for Illinois campaign.
Ryan Sorensen is attending
medical school at Rosalind
Franklin University in North
Chicago.
Marc Stasinski is a pension
specialist at Aon, an economic
advising firm.
Mark Teschke is a spatial
technology professional for
Baxter & Woodman in Orland
Park, Ill.
Claire Weeks is working in
data analytics with Centene
Health Services in St. Louis.
Mark Wroblewski is a zone
monitor at HBO.

Edward Hamming ’72 on
Sept. 25, 2022.

Phyllis Lundeen ’56
Carriere on May 16, 2022.

Barbara Matsen ’61 Larsen
on Jan. 25, 2022.

Faith Crampton ’73 on
Oct. 7, 2021.

Eleanor Knott ’56 Hopley on
April 12, 2022.

Ruth Hansen ’62
Guldenzopf on July 7, 2022.

Janis Novak ’75 on
June 14, 2022.

Gloria Ellison ’56 Levin on
May 3, 2022.

Corinne Carlson ’62
Rasmussen on May 3, 2022.

Beverly Ellison ’76 Johnson
on July 1, 2022.

Jerry Pearson ’56 on
April 27, 2022.

Nancy Broberg ’63 Leaf on
June 20, 2022.

Scot Campbell ’77 on
Aug. 3, 2022.

Lawrence Stoneburner ’56 on
May 5, 2022.

Joan Lindstrom ’63 on
June 29, 2022.

Michael LaGow ’77 on
Sept. 18, 2022.

Dolly Mae Wong ’56 Tsang on
Aug. 5, 2020.

John Schoell ’63 on
March 3, 2022.

Michael Sparbel ’78 on
Sept. 22, 2022.

David Wetzel ’56 on
July 11, 2022.

Virginia Monroe ’64 Soper on
Jan. 10, 2022.

Gregg Oak ’79 on
Dec. 29, 2020.

Richard Swanberg ’50 on
July 31, 2022.

Constance Swanson ’57 on
Aug. 23, 2022.

Cheryl Olsen ’65 Bernardini
on Oct. 5, 2018.

Joan Nicholson ’82 Baril on
Aug. 17, 2022.

Ralph Cram ’51 on Jan. 31,
2022.

Loane Freedlund ’57
Tharrington on March 12,
2022.

Karen Smith ’65 Narske on
Aug. 11, 2022.

Kathryn Musk ’83 Huizenga
on April 16, 2022.

Sally Hupy ’67 Closser on
Aug. 25, 2022.

Timothy Clark ’85 on
Aug. 15, 2020.

Frederick Johnson ’67 on
Aug. 26, 2022.

Glen Brown ’86 on
June 11, 2022.

Amanda Rios ’67 Keller on
March 31, 2020.

Michael Verchimak ’87 on
April 23, 2022.

Vicky Meyers ’67 Popp on
March 15, 2022.

Ronald Beltz ’88 on
Sept. 8, 2022.

LaVerne Tolle ’67
Waldbusser on Aug. 20, 2022.

Anthony Merino ’88 on
Aug. 8, 2022.

Lynn Lutzke ’68 Lange on
Aug. 4, 2022.

Marilyn Maynard ’89
Sieben on April 24, 2022.

*Richard Litt ’68 on
July 17, 2022.

Kristin Hansen ’92 on
July 7, 2022.

Larry Milash ’68 on
June 20, 2020.

Virgil Penick ’93 on
Oct. 19, 2020.

Annetta Bray ’68 Wagner on
April 5, 2022.

Matthew Seifert ’93 on
Oct. 6, 2022.

Lawrence Hart ’69 on
April 7, 2022.

Craig Kruse ’94 on
Sept. 9, 2022.

Neil Jaquet ’69 on
June 7, 2022.

Patrick Lewis ’98 on
March 29, 2022.

John Olson ’69 on
Aug. 18, 2022.

*attendee

John Maurer ’47 on June 20,
2022.
George Anderson ’48 on
April 7, 2022.
Kenneth Peterson ’49 on
March 14, 2022.
*Robert Beck ’50 on
May 10, 2022.
Anna Isabelli Carlson ‘50 on
Aug. 12, 2022.
*Dolores Carlson ’50
Strombeck Jersild on June
16, 2021.

Robert Brunell ’52 on
Sept. 9, 2022.
B. Eugene Koskey ’52 on
April 23, 2021.
Robert Liljegren ’52 on
May 10, 2022.
Ruth Pearson ’53 Hoog on
Feb. 9, 2018.
William Nelson ’53 on
Oct. 5, 2022.
Lorian Sundelius ’54
Swanson on Oct. 10, 2022.
Therese Hammar ’54
Wahlstrom on July 1, 2022.
Helen Anderson ’55
Anderson on July 27, 2022.
*Joanne Fude ’55 Cook on
Jan. 9, 2022.
Patricia Schmidt ’55
Henneman on Sept. 29, 2022.
Corliss Holmes ’55 on
May 24, 2022.
Karl Nyline ’55 on
March 25, 2022.

Richard Werner ’57 on
June 2, 2022.
Theodore Geheb ’58 on
Aug. 22, 2022.
John Seedoff ’58 on
June 27, 2022.
Cynthia Schmidt ’58 Smith on
May 29, 2022.
Donald Swensson ’58 on
May 24, 2022.
Patricia Beecher ’58 Turner
on Jan. 11, 2020.
Helen Olson ’59 Bengston on
June 24, 2022.
Lois Parnell ’59 Frels on
May 14, 2022.
Gladys Sheats ’59 Johnson on
March 25, 2022.
Ronald Johnson ’59 on
June 7, 2022.
Courtney Cook ’60 on
July 3, 2022.
*Ingrid Carlson ’60 Hines on
Feb. 27, 2022.

GOT NEWS? Another degree, another baby, a new job, a service award, retirement? Go to www.augustana.edu/update or
mail your news to Alumni Relations, Augustana College, 639 38th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Class notes
are featured not only in the college’s alumni magazine but also every month in our alumni e-newsletter!

ALUMNI NEWS

Norman Redelsheimer ’60 on
July 7, 2022.
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Louette Danner ’56 Bartol on
June 25, 2022.

DEATHS
(notices received as of
Oct. 10, 2022)
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CAMPUS NEWS

CAMPUS NEW

Augustana again
recognized for DEI work
Augustana’s commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion
(DEI) continues to earn recognition. For the third time
Augustana has earned the Higher Education Excellence in
Diversity (HEED) Award from INSIGHT Into Diversity Magazine.

Honored for excellence
on and off the job

“We have been infusing diversity into the core of institutional
functioning, and there are internal indicators that the college
is progressing in these areas,” said Dr. Monica M. Smith, vice
president for diversity, equity and inclusion. “To be acknowledged
by an external organization is an additional point of pride.”

Eight Augustana alumni
and one employee
were among the “Forty
under 40” recognized
for their professional
success as well as their
civic/philanthropic
activities by the Quad
Cities Regional Business
Journal (QCBJ).

Augustana is among 103 institutions recognized by INSIGHT
for the HEED Award in 2022. The award is a national honor
recognizing U.S. colleges and universities that demonstrate
an outstanding commitment to diversity and inclusion.
Augustana and other HEED Award recipients were featured in
the November 2022 issue of INSIGHT Into Diversity Magazine.
The college also was featured in INSIGHT’s September issue
as one of 79 institutions recognized for inspiring programs
in STEM, earning recognition for the college’s mentoring
program that partners junior and senior STEM majors with
younger classmates from underrepresented groups.

“One of the big challenges
in the region is attracting
and retaining young
professionals,” said John
F. Lohman, group publisher
of the QCBJ. “We’re hopeful that this awards event
will help play a small part in celebrating these
young professionals who are doing so much for their
organizations and the region.”
Honorees include:
Aaron Castle ’06
Senior Vice President, Financial Advisor, Senior Portfolio
Management Director at Morgan Stanley, Quad Cities
Jack Cullen ’13
Director, Downtown Rock Island for Quad Cities Chambers
of Commerce
Haley DeGreve ’20
Communications Specialist, John Deere in Moline;
Founder and CEO of The Gray Matters Collective
Erica Allen ’06 Lee
Director, Safer Foundation – Quad Cities
Daisy Moran
Assistant Director, Office of Student Inclusion and Diversity,
Augustana College
Melissa Flowers ’09 Pepper
Chief Strategy Officer, Russell in Davenport
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Brian Schoon ’08
Senior Manager, RSM US LLP in Davenport

20

Congratulations to the
2022 Alumni Award winners
First row, left to right: Dr. Elizabeth Narske ’92, Viking Vocation
Award; Charlene Quint ’85, Richard A. Swanson Humanitarian
Award; Melissa Flowers ’09 Pepper, Finest Under Forty.
Second row, left to right, Leo Nguyen ’18, Award for Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion; Dr. Jennifer Orlet ’91 Fisher, Outstanding
Achievement Award; Dr. Louis Katz, Honorary Alumnus Award.

Kelly Thompson ’04
Vice President of Grantmaking and Community Initiatives,
Quad Cities Community Foundation
Jordan Voight ’09
President, Genesis Medical Center – Davenport Genesis
Health System

FINAL SHOT

HOMECOMING 2022

639-38th Street
Rock Island, Illinois
61201-2296
Parents If this magazine is
addressed to a graduate who
has established a new address,
please have your graduate notify us
at www.augustana.edu/update.

Top 100 in
the nation
Augustana College is one of the Top 100 best colleges*

At the top in Illinois

Augustana is #1 in Illinois for teaching and innovation,*
as well as excellence in both academics and athletics.

#1 in Illinois for:
• Academic All-Americans
• Undergraduate Teaching
• Innovation

Committed to investing in students
Augustana is recognized nationally as A Top Performer
in Social Mobility and A Best Value School.*
* 2022-23 U.S. News & World Report Best Colleges, national liberal arts colleges
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